His Excellency President Bashar al-Assad

Presidential Palace

Al-Rashid Street

Damascus

Republic of Syria









Zeist,  August 2009
Your Excellency,

Amnesty International is a world wide organisation for human rights.  It is defending the dignity of all human beings regardsless of age, race, sex, religion and sexual orientation and advocates for a fair trial of prisoners all over the world. The Dutch Focus group on the Middle East is monitoring the human rights situation in that region from the Mediterranean Sea till the Afghan border, from Turkey till Jemen. May I ask your attention for a recent development in your country, Syria. This development has causedmuch concern in my country and myself personally.

During the past month in 2006-2007 harsh sentences have been handed down on some human rights activists in your country like Mahmoud ‘Issa, Michel Kilo, Kamal al Labwani and Anwar al Bunni. They are still im prison. The reason for the emprisonment is that they have signed the pro-democracy Beirut-Damascus declaration of 2006.

Recently some new arrests have been added to the list, among them ms.Kamal al-Mwayel.  It appears that their arrest is based on nothing else than the support to the Dmascus-Beirut declaration that calls for democratisation of the Syrian state, for freedom of opinion, and respectation of the human rights.

I appeal to you, as president of the Republic of Syria, that all men are immediately and unconditionally released, that all charges against them are dropped as they are political motivated held in prison solely for the non-violent expression of their legitimate beliefs. 

I also urgently ask you to ensure and safeguard their rights to continue their human rights work which is guaranteed in the UN Declaration on Human Rights defenders.

In line with Syria’s obligations under international law thefour men have the right to have their physical and mental integrety respected, independent of their political views. They should also be granted access to legal counsel and medical treatment.

Yours sincerely and respectfully,
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